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Synopsis book
This is classic Hollywood history as told through the life
and career of one of its most iconic actresses. The book
benefits tremendously from the author's meeting with
Olivia de Havilland after he was assigned to handle her
projected memoir at the Delacorte Press in 1973. Amburn
also knew many of the key figures in her life and career, a
veritable pantheon of Hollywood royalty from the 30s, 40s,
and 50s: Jimmy Stewart, George Cukor, and David O.
Selznick, and he was an editor at William Morrow when the
company published the autobiography of de Havilland's
difficult sister Joan Fontaine. Superbly researched and full
of delicious anecdotes about Clark Gable, John Huston,
Vivien Leigh, Laurence Olivier, Montgomery CIift, Errol
Flynn, David Niven, and Bette Davis--particularly the
bloody, bone-crunching fistfight Flynn and Huston waged
over Olivia--this book not only profiles one of the finest
actresses of her time, but also the culture of the film
industry's Golden Age. It details de
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