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Synopsis book
What does it mean to contemplate? In the Middle Ages,
more than merely thinking with intensity, it was a religious
practice entailing utter receptiveness to the divine
presence. Contemplation is widely considered by scholars
today to have been the highest form of devotional prayer, a
rarified means of experiencing God practiced only by the
most devout of monks, nuns, and mystics. Yet, in this
groundbreaking new book, Eleanor Johnson argues
iInstead for the pervasiveness and accessibility of
contemplative works to medieval audiences. By drawing
together ostensibly diverse literary genresdevotional prose,
allegorical poetry, cycle dramas, and morality playsStaging
Contemplation paints late Middle English contemplative
writing as a broad genre that operated collectively and
experientially as much as through radical individual
disengagement from the world. Johnson further argues
that the contemplative genre played a crucial role in the
exploration of the English vernacular
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new book, Eleanor Johnson argues instead for the pervasiveness and accessibility of contemplative works to
medieval audiences. By drawing together ostensibly diverse literary genres?devotional prose, allegorical
poetry, cycle dramas, and morality plays?Staging Contemplation paints late Middle English contemplative
writing as a broad genre that operated collectively and experientially as much as through radical individual
disengagement from the world. Johnson further argues that the contemplative genre played a crucial role in
the exploration of the English vernacular
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