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Synopsis  book
From the acclaimed PEN-Faulkner Award-winning author

of The Great Man comes a riveting high-seas adventure

that combines Christensens signature wit, irony, and

humanity to create a striking and unforgettable vision of

our times.The 1950s vintage ocean liner Queen Isabella is

making her final voyage before heading to the scrapyard.

For the guests on board, among them Christine Thorne, a

former journalist turned Maine farmer, its a chance to

experience the bygone mid-20th century era of decadent

luxury cruising, complete with fine dining, classic highballs,

string quartets, and sophisticated jazz. Smoking is allowed

but not cell phonesor children, for that matter. The Isabella

sets sail from Long Beach, CA into calm seas on a two-

week retro cruise to Hawaii and back.But this is the second

decade of an uncertain new millennium, not the sunny,

heedless fifties, and certain disquieting signs of strife and

malfunction above and below decks intrude on the

festivities. Down in the main 
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