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Synopsis  book
LeRoy Gresham was born in 1847 to an affluent and

prominent slaveholding family in Macon, Georgia. As a

young child he suffered a horrific leg and back injury that

left him an invalid. Educated, inquisitive, perceptive, and

exceptionally witty, the 12-year-old began keeping a

journal in 1860--just before secession and Civil War tore

the country and his world apart. He continued to write even

as his health deteriorated until both the war and his life

ended in 1865. His unique view of a waning age is

published here for the first time in A Son of Georgia: The

Civil War Journals of LeRoy Wiley Gresham, 1860-1865.

The precocious youngster who read Shakespeare and

Dickens, loved math, and played chess took in the world

from his bed and inside a small wagon pulled around town

by a slave his own age. Thirsting for news, LeRoy

immersed himself in newspapers, letters, books, and adult

conversation, following the course of the war closely as he

recorded its impact on his family, his community, 
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